culiar species of structure ; by consisting of various parts which, though analogous, are heterogeneous; by their parts possessing certain properties, and contributing to certain actions and functions ; and by these properties, actions, and functions being regulated by laws of a peculiar character. The study of the phenomena evincing the existence of these properties, actions, and . functions, and the investigation of the laws by which they are regulated, constitute a peculiar department of science to which the name of Physiology is applied. Physiology, according to this view, is a science of very great extent, since it combines the examination of the structures, properties, and functions of the whole organized world, both vegetable and animal.
Living bodies consist of two great divisions, those of the animal, and those of the vegetable world. Both of these divisions, however they differ in several of their minute component departments, make, nevertheless, a near approach to each other in many common features. While they differ from the objects of the dead or inorganic kingdom, they agree with each other in many circumstances of structure, of properties, and of functions. The study of the phenomena of this general class of bodies, the knowledge of the functions by which these are performed, and the investigation of the laws by which the existence of these properties, and the performance of these functions is regulated, constitutes a branch of physiology of a general nature, which directs the attention of the inquirer to the general characters of living action, as distinguished from physical actions, and is, therefore, both a more exalted and more difficult department of physiological science, and is one more suited to the philosopher than the detailed physiological views We regret that we cannot conscientiously recommend this book. Tainted, as it seems to be, with opinions detrimental to the best interests of mankind, we cannot hold it up in its present state as a safe guide, even in the study of those sciences, the principles of which it professes to place before the reader. The concluding chapter is but a feeble antidote to the previous statements.
